Academy for Learning Islam (A.L.l.) 1 Explanation of Sahifa Sajjadiyya

Explanation of Du‘a 31 from Sahifa Sajjadiyya

Explanation of Imam Al-Sajjad (a)’s Supplication on Repentance!

Introduction
This prayer known as ‘His Supplication for Repentance’ is one of the master-piece entreaties of Imam

al-Sajjad Ali bin Husayn Zaynul ‘Abidin (a) cited in A/LSahifa al-Sajjadiyya (€323 é2a)), a book

containing Imam’s Du‘as.

AlSabifa al-S ajadiyya has an important position among the Shi‘a school of thought after the Quran and
Nabjul Baligha, and is known as “Zabir Al Muhammad” [the Psalms of the family of Muhammad (s)]
and “Injil Ahlul Bayt (a)” [the Gospel of the Household of the Prophet (s)], because of its rich contents
describing Tawhid (Unity) of Allah (swt), the inner splendor and beauty of iman (faith) and man’s
essential relationship with his Creator.

In this supplication on repentance, the Imam al-Sajjad (a) pleads with Allah for forgiveness of sins and
repents for errors committed. One may ask why he is asking for repentance when he is Ma‘sam
(sinless). The scholars have discussed this argument in detail, and this brief summary is not the right
place for this deliberation; however one reason which I must cite is that Imams are our role models and
Imam al-Sajjad (a) through this supplication intends to teach us on how should we implore to Allah
(swt), ask for forgiveness and repent for our misdeeds.

Meaning of Tawba
Tawba in Arabic terminology literally means ‘to return’, and this Du‘a of Tawba teaches us how to

show remorse, repent for our sins and return to Allah (swt). One of Allah’s Quranic names is al-
Tawwab, ‘He who turns’, and the verb from this root is used both for Allah’s turning toward man and
man’s turning toward Allah. Thus, Tawba refers to every level of turning away from self and moving

towards Allah (swt).

Tawba or repentance is a part of all compassing mercies of the Most Merciful Lord. It is one of the
avenues of His unbounded indulgence that He has kept open for His slaves. Had it been closed, no one
would have ever attained salvation. Such is human inclination towards evil.

The Kind and Wise Lord therefore ordained Tawba to be a cure for diseases of the soul and a means of
purifying indecent deeds. While sins takes us away from Allah (swt), Tawba brings us back to Allah
(swt). This fact is clearly mentioned in this supplication when Imam says:
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If refraining from sins is a turning back to Youn (O Allah), then I am the first of those who turn back!

According to various traditions, Prophet Muhammad (s) used to pray for forgiveness seventy, or one
hundred, times daily by repeating the formula ‘I seek forgiveness from God’ (astaghfirnllah). No Muslim
can think that he has reached a point where he no longer has need for God’s forgiveness.

In this Du‘a, the Imam often asks Allah (swt) for success in repentance. The Imam also tells us through
this supplication that the best way of ensuring acceptance of Tawba is not to repeat the sins, the
strength of which basically comes from Allah (swt).

Ability and Aptitude to do Tawba itself is a blessing from Allah (swt)
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Human being is weak and is many times overwhelmed by worldly attractions and misguided by satanic
whisperings. But Allah (swt) with His mercy has not only kept the door of Tawba open forever, but He
Himself guides man towards the door of Tawba and grants him the ability (Tawfiq) to do Tawba.

Imam Muhammad Al-Baqir (a) said: Prophet Adam (a) requested Allah (swt): ‘My Lord! You have imposed
Satan on me. So grant something to me also’. Allah Almighty replied: ‘O Adam! Yes, I have appointed something for
you also. It is that if anyone from your progeny intends to sin, his sin will not be recorded. If he has practically committed
that sin, only one offense will be noted. But when he will intend to do a good deed a good will instantly be noted in his
account. Then if he will actually do that good deed, ten rewards will be credited to his account’. Adam (a) said: My Lord!
Grant me something more’. Allab (swt) responded: ‘Another bounty for you is that if, after committing a sin, they will
seek pardon from Me, I will forgive them’. Adam (a) requested: ‘My Lord! Add something more’. Allab (swt) said: T
have provided Tawba for your progeny and it is so vast that even if they beg My pardon at the last moment of their life, 1
will forgive them'. He said: My Lord! This is enough’.

To realize ones’ weaknesses and mistakes itself is a blessing which Allah (swt) grants to the believers.
Imam Zaynul ‘Abidin (a) through this Du‘a makes us realize that it was due to Allah’s vast mercy that
we were able to recognize and admit our weaknesses and sins, and He guided us to the door of Tawba.

Imam (a) said:
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Until when the eye of guidance was opened for hin, and the clonds of blindness were dispelled, he reckoned that through

which he had wronged himself, and reflected upon that in which he had opposed his Lord. He saw his sins to be big (and
many) and bis disobedience as great. So he turned to You (O Allab), hoping in Yon and ashamed before Y on.

Even the strength for not repeating the sins is due to Allah’s help and Tawfiq. Imam says:
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O Allab, but I cannot be faithful to my repentance without Y our protection, nor can I refrain from offenses without Y our
strength. So strengthen me with a sufficient strength, and guard me with a defending preservation!

Praise of Allah (swt)
The Imam starts the Du‘a with praise of Allah (swt):
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O Allab, O He whom the depiction of the describers fails to describe
Thus he gave us an important lesson that every act including Du‘as should start with the praise of Allah
(swt).

Indeed, fortunate is one who appreciates and praises the value of this gate of Divine Mercy — Tawba,
and highly unfortunate is the one who remains deprived of Divine Mercy even though the paths leading
to it are open to him.

Conditions for the Acceptance of Tawba

People many times complain that despite continuous supplications their prayers are not accepted. The
reasons for delay or un-acceptance of prayers could be many but one of the reason is not fulfilling the
conditions of prayers. Imam (a) explains some of these conditions in his Du‘a as below:

1) To admit one’s sins and consider every sin to be big and an obstacle against progress.
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After praising Allah (swt), Imam al-Sajjad (a) teaches us to plead to Allah (swt) by admitting our sins
and mistakes. He says in the Du‘a:
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This is the station of him whom sins have passed from hand to hand. Offenses’ reins have led hinr on and Satan has
gained mastery over him. He has fell short of what You have commanded through neglect, and has pursued what Yon have
probibited in delusion.

The late Hajj Shaykh Abbas Qummi (a.r.) writes in his book Manazil Akbira that a person named Ibn
Samad used to take account of himself many times during the day and night. One day when he was
calculating the number of days he had lived, he realized that sixty years of his age have passed. He
calculated the number of days in sixty years to be 21,500. “Woe upon me!” he said, “Even if I have not
committed more than one sin every day, I would still meet Allah with the burden of 21500 sins.” As
soon as he realized this he fell down unconscious and died within a short time.

Imam reminds us about this problem in the following citation:
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He saw bis vast disobedience as vast and bis great opposition as great

2) To be fervently hopeful that his sins shall be forgiven.

A sinful person should not despair and should always remain hopeful that his sins however numerous
they are. Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) said: There is no man who Allah did not forgive who had felt ashamed of his
misdeed. Whenever a man feels ashamed of his fault and then begs pardon of Allah He forgives all of his sins.

Imam Al-Sajjad (a) says:
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So be turned to You, hoping in You, and (feeling) ashamed before Y ou

Imam Ali al-Ridha (a) once heard his companions say: May Allah curse those who fought against Imam Ali (a).
He said that they should add: Then be did not reform his soul by repentance.

3) To supplicate with full trust and certitude.
Imam supplicates thus:
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And be directed his beseeching toward Y ou, /mwng trust in You. He repazred to You in his longing with certitude.

4) Showing ardent Sincerity (i&h/as) in pleading.

In this supplication, Imam also emphasizes the need of ardent sincerity in seeking repentance. The
following story eloquently describes this. Sabzwart writes in his book Misbahu! Qulib that when the
order prohibiting wine-drinking was revealed, a caller was sent by the Messenger of Allah (s) who
announced that henceforth no one shall consume liquor. By chance, one day the Holy Prophet (s) was
passing through a by lane when a Muslim man also entered it carrying a bottle of wine in his hand. He
was horrified on seeing the Holy Prophet (s) and he fervently supplicated to the Almighty Allah, “I
repent for this and I shall never drink again. Please save me from disgrace.”

When the Messenger of Allah (s) came near he asked, “What is there in the bottle?” “It contains
Vinegar,” replied the man. The Holy Prophet (s) put forward his hand and asked the man to put a little
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bit on his palm. When the Prophet (s) examined it, it was indeed vinegar. The person was overwhelmed
with emotion and he began to weep and said, “By Allah! It was wine!” “But before this I had repented
and begged Allah not to disgrace me,” He added.

The Messenger of Allah (s) said that it was true: Alah changes the sins of repenters into good deeds. They are the
ones whose sins are changed into good deeds by Allah.

Imam says:
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and he went straight to Y ou in fear, with full sincerity

5) With a heart full of love of Allah (swt) and devoid of worldly longings.
Imam says in this Du‘a:
His longing was devoid of every object of longing but Y ou

0) Pleading with feelings of humility and lowliness.
Imam Al-Sajjad (a) says:
Sz % f Bls Raait o531 ) Sia (atds deyald Bl3g G (i
So he stood before You pleading, his eyes turned toward the ground in humbleness, his head bowed before Y our might in

lowliness

7) Feeling shame and remorseful of sins.
Imam (a) says:
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O Allab, if remorse is a repentance toward You, then I am the most remorseful of the remorseful!

Pleasure derived from committing sins vanishes, but the consequence remains.
The Imam (a) reminds us through this beautiful Du‘a that the small pleasure derived from sin vanishes

soon but the consequence remains. Yet if we do Tawba sincerely, even the evil consequence can be
erased by the Kind and Merciful Lord. That is why we are always instructed to plead for the mercy of
Allah and not His justice, because if He serves us with justice then we cannot be saved.

Imam (a) says:
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The sins whose pleasures have turned their backs and gone, and whose evil consequences have stayed and stuck fast. He

will not deny Your justice, my God, if You punish him, nor will he consider Your pardon great if Y ou pardon hin and
have mercy upon bin.

Quranic Verses on Tawba
Imam invokes Allah (swt) by repeating the verses of Holy Quran in regards to Tawba. Definitely, those
who read Holy Quran daily are guided and saved from the pitfall of sins.

Imam includes references from the verses of Holy Quran in the supplication thus:
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You have said, "Supplicate Me and I will respond to you. (Q 40:60).
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Indeed Y ou accept repentance from Y our servants and Y ou pardon evil deeds (QQ 42:25)

And You love the repenters”. (Q 2:222)

Asking Tawba for all parts of the body
Imam (a) reminds us in this supplication to guard all our parts of our body from committing sins. He
says:
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O Allah, 1 repent to You from everything opposed to Yom will, or (that is) far from Y our love - the thoughts of my heart,

the glances of my eye, the tales of my tongue - with a repentance through which each bodily part will by itself stay safe from

il consequences with You”.

Real Tawba is to give up sins

The meaning of Tawba is not simply repeating the words of Istighfar with the tongue and then
repeating the same sin again. To err is human but to repeat the same mistake again is unforgivable. Abu
Basir says: I requested Imam Ja‘far al-Sadiq (a) to explain what was ‘“Zawbatan nasnha’ (Ssincere
Repentance) ordered by Allah? He said: A repentance after which he never commits that sin again.

So real Tawba includes a firm decision to give up sins forever because if a person does not have a
strong will to refrain from sins it only indicates that he was not truly ashamed. Amirul Mu’minin Imam
Ali (a) says: I# cannot so happen that a man has really felt ashamed and yet he did not give up sins.

Imam Al-Sajjad (a) highlights the need of a covenant with Allah (swt) that we shall not repeat the sin
again. He says:
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To You, my Lord, belongs my stipulation that I will not return to what is disliked by You, (to You is) my guarantee that
I will not return to what Y ou detest
Imam also says:
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O Allab, if any servant repents to You, while in Y our knowledge of the unseen, be will break his repentance, and return
to bis sin and offense (again), I seek refuge in You lest I be like that! So make this my repentance a repentance after which
I will need no repentance (again).

All of our deeds are recorded

Imam Al-Sajjad (a) in this supplication draws our attention to the fact that all our sinful deeds small and
big are recorded but can be erased.
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Imam says:
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O Allah, You know better what I have done, so forgive me what Y ou know, and turn me throngh Y our power towards

what You love! O Allah, connted against me are claims that stay in nzy memory, and claims that 1 have forgotten, while
all of them remain in Your eye (record) that does not sleep, and Y our knowledge that does not forget!

Ending the Du‘a with Salawat on Prophet Muhammad (s)
Imam Al-Sajjad (a) ends the Du‘a by sending blessings on Prophet Muhammad and his progeny,

emphasizing that Ahlul Bayt (a) are our intercessors on the Day of Judgement.

Imam says:
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O Allab, bless Mubammad and his Household just as Y ou have guided us by him! Bless Mubammad and bis
Household just as You have rescued us through hin! Bless Mubammad and his Household, with a blessing that will

intercede for us on the Day of Resurrection, the day of neediness toward Y ou! You are powerful over everything, and that is
easy for Y ou!

On the Day of Judgement man may find excuses for his sins and say: O My Lord! I was unaware and
ignorant; was chained by passions and desires and hence could not remain steadfast in the face of
satanic instigations.

In reply to these excuses he will be told: Did We not keep the doors of Tawba always open for you?
Were you entrusted highly difficult tasks and ordered to perform a duty beyond your power? Were the
conditions of Tawba beyond your ability?

May Allah (swt) grant us the Tawfiq of Tawba before it is too late and return to Allah (swt). Amin.
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